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Mr. Chairman and committee members, I am Hank Worsech, License Bureau Chief, Montana Department
of Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP). I am here in opposition to Senate Bill 156.

SB 156 would allow a resident to be deceased parent, sibling, or child who was a resident at the time of
that individual’s death. This would expand the number of licenses issued to the nonresident relative of a
resident license and under the current situation of not selling all of the nonresident licenses; this would
result in an additional loss of revenue. A Fiscal Note has been prepared.

The total number “Nonresident Native licenses” issued for 2012 were 1,171 deer licenses at $64; 1,001
elk licenses at $80; and 416 upland game bird license at $30.

This is one of many bills that affect hunting and fishing license costs, structure, and fees, each of
which is being addressed independently. It would be timely over the next interim to look at
incremental changes that have been made over time to all FWP licenses, fees, and license
structure to determine the most effective and equitable system for hunters and anglers.

I will also hand out a spreadsheet representing the current loss of revenue for discounted or free
licenses issued.

I hope this information is helpful. If you have questions, I will be available. Thank you.
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